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SUBJECT: TUNISIAN-LIB YAN SHELF DISPUTE: TUNISIAN POREIGN 
MINISTER TALKS TO AMBASSADOR 

REF: STATE 123917 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER HABIB CHATTY CALLED ME THIS MORNING 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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SHORTLY BEFORE GOING TO AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OP GOT CABINET 
TO REPORT THAT AT 0755 TODAY LOCAL TIME TUNISIAN NAVY WITNESSED 
LANDING BY LIBYAN HELICOPTER ABOARD "J.W. BATES" OF "SIX 
HEAVILY ARMED COMMANDOS". HE BELIEVED USG SHOULD BE INFORMED 
AT ONCE OP THIS DEVELOPMENT WHICH "CLEARLY CHANGES STATUS OF 
US-OWNED DRILLING SHIP TO ONE OP MILITARY STATUS". HE HOPED 
OWNERS OP 'J.W. BATES" COULD ALSO BE INFORMED PROMPTLY OP 
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THIS OCCURRENCE. I PROMISED TO RELAY THIS INFORMATION TO 
WASHINGTON AT ONCE. 

2. I TOLD CHATTY I HAD RECEIVED A FIRM RESTATEMENT OF THE 
USG POSITION REGARDING US SUPPORT FOR INSCRIPTION OF DISPUTE 
ON SECURITY COUNCIL AGENDA AND PASSED ON REMAINDER OF INFO- 
MATION CONTAINED IN REF STATE TEL. FOREIGN MINISTER APPRECIA- 
TIVE OF THIS TIMELY INFORMATION WHICH HE WOULD SHARE IMMEDIATELY 
WITH PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET. HE RELIEVED HE ALSO MIGHT 

WISH TO CONTACT ME LATER TODAY. I TOLD HIM I REMAINED AT 
HIS DISPOSITION. 

3. COMMENT: IF PRESENCE OF LIBYAN SOLDIERS ABOARD VESSEL IS 
UNKNOWN TO READING AND BATES AND THEIR INSTALLATION TOOK 
PLACE WITHOUT COMPANY'S PRIOR CONSENT, I SUGGEST DEPARTMENT 
MIGHT WISH TO PERSUADE READING AND BATES THAT SAFETY OF PER- 
SONNEL ABOARD HAS BEEN PLACED IN GREATER JEOPARDY BY THIS 
ACTION AND THAT COMPANY MIGHT WISH TO ASK LIBYANS TO REMOVE 
THEM SONEST. A FURTHER THOUGHT FOR DEPARTMENT'S CONSIDERATION: 

IF WE AGREE THAT PRESENCE OF ARMED TROOPS ABOARD "J.W. BATES " 
CHANGES LEGAL CHARACTER OF VESSEL WOULD IT NOT BE TO OUR ADVAN- 
TAGE TO INFORM PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT OF THIS REPORT AND ASCER- 
TAIN WHETHER PANAMANIAN LAW OR REGULATIONS ARE IN ANY WAY 
BEING VIOLATED BY THIS ACTION? WE ARE, OF COURSE, AWARE THAT 
PRESIDENT TORRIJOS HAS BEEN SEEKING FAVORS FROM QADHAFI. 

MULCAHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CONTINENTAL SHELF, DISPUTES, TROOP DEPLOYMENT, EXPLORATORY DRILLING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 28-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TUN1S03778 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77021 2-0251, D770191-0928 

Format: TEL 
From: TUNIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977055/aaaaaehl.tel 

Line Count: 88 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 69903d92-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 123917 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2492998 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TUNISIAN-LIBYAN SHELF DISPUTE: TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTER TALKS TO AMBASSADOR 
TAGS: PFOR, PLOS, ENRG, MOPS, TS, LY, IT, US, PN, READING & BATES 
To: STATE TRIPOLI 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/69903d92-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



